CITY OF PACIFICA
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Council Chambers
2212 Beach Blvd
Pacifica, CA 94044
Mayor John Keener
Mayor Pro Tem Sue Vaterlaus
Councilmember Sue Digre
Councilmember Mike O'Neill
Councilmember Deirdre Martin
August 13, 2018 (MONDAY)
www.cityofpacifica.org
Mayor John Keener called the meeting to order on August 13, 2018 at 7:08 PM
5:00 PM CLOSED SESSION
Mayor Keener called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., stating that all councilmembers were
present and announced that the Council would meet in Closed Session. City Attorney Kenyon
announced the business to be discussed.
PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54957.6 Conference with labor negotiator.
Agency negotiator: Janet Cory Sommer. Employee organizations: Pacifica Firefighters Local
2400; Teamsters Local 856 Battalion Chiefs; Teamsters Local 350 Department Directors;
Teamsters Local 350 Management Employees; Teamsters Local 856 Miscellaneous
Employees; Teamsters Local 856 WasteWater Treatment Plant Employees; Pacifica Police
Officers Assoc.; Pacifica Police Supervisors Assoc. and Police Management Assoc.
PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.9(d)(4) Conference with Legal
Counsel - Anticipated litigation. Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d)
of Section 54956.9 (one case).
PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 54956.8 Conference with real property
negotiator. Property: 330 Esplanade 009-413-030; Agency negotiator: Michelle Kenyon, City
Attorney. Negotiating parties City of Pacifica and 330 Esplanade LLC; Under negotiation: Price
and terms of payment.
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION Significant exposure to
litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) and paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) of
Section 54956.9 (1 Potential Case)
7:00 PM OPEN SESSION
Call to Order
Mayor Keener reconvened the meeting at 7:08 p.m.
Attendee Name

Title

Status

John Keener

Mayor

Present

Sue Vaterlaus

Mayor Pro Tem

Present

Sue Digre

Councilmember

Present
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Mike O'Neill

Councilmember

Present

Deirdre Martin

Councilmember

Present

Staff Present: Kevin Woodhouse, City Manager; Michelle Kenyon, City Attorney; Lorenzo
Hines, Asst. City Manager; Van Ocampo, Public Works Director; Tina Wehrmeister, Planning
Director; Dan Steidle, Police Chief; Sarah Coffey, Acting City Clerk.
Salute to the Flag led by Councilmember Digre
Closed Session Report
City Attorney Kenyon stated that there was no reportable action.
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS - NONE
CONSENT CALENDAR
Councilmember Digre referred to Item #4 and the preliminary planning study session, and she
wanted to reiterate that they will be having more public meetings.
Mayor Keener referred to Items #5 and 6 which are the San Pedro Terrace Road subdivision,
stating that he thought they had approved it last month, and he asked what the additional things
on this agenda were which they have to approve.
PW Dir. Ocampo stated that the city had approved the subdivision improvement agreement and
at this meeting they have the final map for the subdivision and they are separate items.
Planning Dir. Wehrmeister stated that Item #6 was the residential development allocations
under the growth management ordinance and those were typically brought to Council before the
building permits for the houses are issued.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike O'Neill, Councilmember
Sue Vaterlaus, Mayor Pro Tem
Keener, Vaterlaus, Digre, O'Neill, Martin

1.

Approval of Disbursements for 07/01/18 through 07/15/18.
PROPOSED ACTION: Move to approve attached list of disbursements for 07/01/18
through 07/15/18.

2.

Approval of Minutes
PROPOSED ACTION: Move to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting
held on July 23, 2018.

3.

Proclamation Confirming Existence of Local Emergency of the Pacifica Coastline from
Westline Drive to the End of Beach Boulevard.
PROPOSED ACTION: Accept current photos as of August 6, 2018, and move to
continue proclamation confirming the existence of local emergency.
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4.

Approval of Consultant Services Agreement with AECOM of Oakland, California for the
preparation of a Preliminary Planning Study for the Highway 1 / Manor Drive
Overcrossing Improvement Project
PROPOSED ACTION: Approve the Consultant Services Agreement (Attachment 1)
between the City of Pacifica and AECOM of Oakland, California for the Highway 1 /
Manor Drive Overcrossing Improvement Project; Approve the project budget of $680,000
from Manor Drive Mitigation Fund 14; and Authorize the City Manager to sign all project
related documents.

5.

Approval of Final Map for a 6-Lot Subdivision at San Pedro Terrace Road Assessor
Parcel Number 023-075-050
PROPOSED ACTION:
Approve the Final Map for the 6-Lot Subdivision at the westerly terminus of San Pedro
Terrace Road (Assessor Parcel Number 023-075-050).

6.
Ordinance for the San Pedro Terrace Road Subdivision at the Westerly Terminus of San
Pedro Terrace Road (APN: 023-075-050).
PROPOSED ACTION: Move that the City Council issue six (6) residential development
allocations for the San Pedro Terrace Road Subdivision at the western terminus of San
Pedro Terrace Road (APN: 023-075-050).
7.

Adopt Resolution adopting the modification of the job description for the Human
Resources Analyst
PROPOSED ACTION: Move to adopt Resolution adopting the modification of the job
description for the Human Resources Analyst.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
Tygarjas Bigstyck, Pacifica, stated he was representing the Pacifica Resource Center as one
of the members of the Board of Directors. He stated that they have a big event coming up on
Saturday, the annual Palm-a-Palooza at the old Fire House on Pedro Point. He was delighted
that several councilmembers have decided to personally sponsor the event and added that they
were all grateful that the city was supporting the Pacifica Resource Center. He stated that they
have Western theme and the cost of the ticket includes food, adding that there was also going
to be an auction. He mentioned that there were still a few tickets left but they will be sold out.
Devon Espinoza, Pacifica, stated she just graduated from SF State University and she had the
opportunity of an internship to work with the Pacifica Prevention Partnership and worked with
the Be the Change Youth coalition and worked with a great group of students from Oceana High
School on the Responsible Alcohol Merchants Awards (RAMA) and worked toward building a
stronger and positive relationship among the merchants in the community as they worked hard
to prevent youth from purchasing alcohol, giving a brief explanation of the strategies, etc. She
stated that Ronary Castor would provide more information.
Ronary Castor, Pacifica, stated she was a senior from Oceana High School and was also part
of the Be the Change Youth coalition. She stated that, in addition to what Devon mentioned,
they also asked about the layout of the store and they found many supervisors tried to keep
products to younger uses such as candy separated from alcohol to minimize the amount of
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exposure to minors, mentioning other information they discovered in their conversations with the
store merchants who indicated their willingness to help in any way possible. They then
rewarded responsible merchants with gifts dedicated to them by the Pacifica Prevention
Partnership to show their appreciation for their hard work in the community while setting a
positive example for the youth and will continue the RAMA program with their partnership.
Bridget Duffy, Pacifica, remin
Wednesdays from 2-6 pm. She revised her book and since it was originally pointed at Council,
she brought it and thought it was better and would make more sense. She stated that she will
continue to bring one a week, but it will eventually be one book. She stated that they were such
an inspiration and she will continue to do it this way. She reiterated that the rent situation is
unbearable for people. She stated that her mother got another rent increase and it was
threatening her ability to stay at the age of 91 it was also threatening her life. She stated that it
was now being recognized and being talked about in the county as a civil rights issue which she
gation to act upon the fact that they are starting to recognize
the rent crisis as a civil rights crisis. She thought about an anti-displacement ordinance that
would not tell them what they can charge but keep people in their homes if it threatens their
livelihood or health to move. She mentioned a book she is writing that her dog and how that got
her involved in politics to keep people in their homes.
Giovani Guadagnini, Pacifica, asked who he gives claims of damage to.
t was the City Attorney.
Mr. Guadagnini asked when they will have a town meeting or public meeting involving everyone
and Council will give answers.

Mr. Guadagnini stated that they have to because they were opening themselves up for another
middle of the sidewalks. He asked how they get around them in a wheelchair. He mentioned
showing them the wheel he bent, the spindle, fork and frame on his $72,000 chair. He stated
that he was not doing it just for himself but for other handicapped people and mothers pushing
strollers, adding that they have curbs with no curb cuts on Palmetto and he asked how they get
will have all the handicapped people and he asked when they will finish the first lawsuit and put
sidewalks where the Fish and Bowl is on Palmetto. He asked when they will put the curb cuts
on Magellan and park on Palmetto and the road where the freeway exit is. He stated that he
brought the lawsuit on his phone. He stated that this was supposed to be done by January 2,
2019 b
Kathleen Manning, Pacifica, stated she is from the Pacifica Historical Society. She stated that
they spent ten years and $.5 million restoring the Little Brown Church and creating the Pacifica
Coastside Museum. She stated that it was functioning beautifully and an asset for Pacifica.
She stated that they have another grand project. The Society owns the only surviving railroad
car from the Ocean Shore Railroad. She stated restoring it has been on the back burner but
now they were ready to finish the project. She felt it would become a great tourist attraction for
Pacifica. She reported that they have a new website that is devoted to the history of the
railroad, showing the work they are doing as well as interesting proposals for the future and
ways people can help. She invited everyone to check it out - www.oceanshorerailway.org
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<http://www.oceanshorerailway.org> as well as providing other options to connect and a future
Facebook page.
Lynn Adams, Pacifica, stated that since May 31 the Pacifica Beach Coalition has led 29 clean
ups in Pacifica and Mussel Rock, but clean ups in Montara and Pillar Point are not included.
She stated that 16 of the clean ups had habitat restoration in the give back program and a lot of
stuff has happened and we are keeping are beaches clean. She stated that it was nice to see
the surf contest as well as see how clean the beach was three days after that. She invited
Council and the public to the Sea Stars and Me event on August 24 at the Community Center,
mentioning some of the details. She stated that September 15 will be a mini-Earth Day focused
on litter and mentioned some of the other details. She stated that the Beach Coalition will have
a float as well as a booth for the Fog Fest.
Ron Maykel, Pacifica, referred to the Saturday meeting on Sea Level Rise, stating that he had
to leave early. He thanked all of them in bringing it before the public and extending it. He felt
this was important in protecting our shoreline. He referred to the work on Linda Mar Beach,
adding that they should mention the apartments and several homes affected which should be in
the report. He mentioned the San Francisco RV Park where they had to abandon the westerly
portion of the park and we lost a portion of the coastal trail. He added that they have to be
careful because if the structures fall into the ocean due to willful negligence they could be
seriously fined by California. He thanked everyone for the great job they are doing.
Cindy Abbott, Pacifica, stated that she wanted to invite Council, staff and community to the
10th annual 50-50 show at the Sanchez Art Center opening on August 31 through September
23. This brings thousands of people to Pacifica to see the work of 61 artists, stating that it was
a great way to support local art.
Mayor Keener asked what time it started.
Ms. Abbott stated that the ticketed preview fundraiser was from 6-8 pm, and all the work stays
on the wall and then open to the public from 8-10 pm.
COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated she attended the Pedro Point Chili and Chowder Cookoff and it
was a great sold out event. She went to the new coffee shop on Pedro Point. She also
mentioned that there were going to be two new restaurants on Pedro Point. She attended the
Council of Cities in Hillsborough. She passed on the dog surfing contest because by 9 am it
was already packed and she just looked and left. She was glad that she saw comments on
NextDoor that the beach was clean. She stated that the Library Advisory Committee talked
about the modeling and size and how it would be positioned. She stated that the Sea Level
Rise meeting was very well attended. She reminded them that the next one on September 15,
was the same day as coastal cleanup. She mentioned the Palm-a-Palooza and attended the
funeral for Don Ciucci in whose honor they will be adjourning this meeting.

meeting put on by Kevin Mullin which was a recruitment event for state commissions, such as
the CalExpo Board of Directors, Cosmetology Board, etc. He stated that this was what the
assembly speaker can appoint and the governor has more pages of commissions he can
appoint. He thought it was interesting and was at the County History Museum, mentioning that
the Courtroom in that building was where they filmed Mrs. Doubtfire. He mentioned that Terra
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Nova and Oceana were already open and the Pacifica School District opens the following week
and he suggested that the public plan extra time in their commutes.
He attended the
Beautification Committee which will be the second item on the present agenda for
consideration. He heard the Mayor and City Manager give a report on the budget at the Rotary
and everyone participated in the Commission interviews for appointments they will make at the
end of the meeting.
Councilmember Martin stated that Mr. Guadagnini always leaves before they can at least make
a comment that they do care and they are doing things in the city to help the plight of those in
wheelchairs and strollers. She reminded him that they have a curb cutout program going on
and are implementing it. She stated that, while they are doing what they can with the resources
available, it will never be fast enough to keep up with someone in a motorized wheelchair but
wanted him to know they do care and were doing something actively. She reiterated that
Coastal Clean Up Day was September 15, where everyone on the coast and the world gets
together and cleans up. While not as big an event as Earth Day, it was just as important and
she suggested that they sign up with the Coalition. She congratulated one of the emergency
preparedness commissioners, Mary Ellen Carroll who was tapped by Mayor London Breed in
stated that she was a very valuable asset as all the commissioners are, new ones as well as
those with a lot of history. She will look forward to seeing what was going on in San Francisco.
She attended the Sea Level Rise meeting and agreed it was a great turnout. She reminded
everyone that, while she has seen a lot of negative press about what the community may or
may not think of City Council having ulterior motives to wipe away West Sharp Park, it was not
the case. She stated that they have made statements about wanting to protect our
infrastructure and make sure they are safe. She stated that there is a lot of misinformation in
the Tribune and she would like to nip it in the bud and asked them to call her if they have a
question. She attended the Library Advisory Committee where they reviewed the first pass at a
two-library system in Pacifica. She stated that they were getting their sea legs on that, but they
will be pleasantly surprised with the publicity that comes out in the next few months.
Councilmember Digre stated that there were many meetings, mentioning the County having
more than one on housing including avoiding homelessness and working with homeless
situations. She stated that the Sea Level Rise meeting was excellent and it was good to see so
many community members. She stated that most of the presentations were finished but they
would like the open forum where they can talk more than three minutes. She stated that she
learned about a long time resident of Pacifica, mentioning the connection with Portola and the
north part of Spain, and stated that Pacifica started years ago getting ready for the
commemoration in November 2019 with the Heritage Trail and they have been meeting in
Pacifica as well as countywide, mentioning several representatives from staff and various
organizations. She mentioned some of the specifics in preparation for November 2019. She
suggested that all the various businesses connect with the city to let them know how the
businesses will be preparing for this event. She mentioned some of the details from non-profits
and suggested that the local businesses connect as soon as possible. She stated that the
Airport met at its quarterly meeting and she asked if the city had the insulation on the website.
has said they will roll out in July the application on the SFO Roundtable website for insulation in
case they missed it. She stated that on August 1, the representative from the Airport stated
that there will be a waiting list and she told Pacificans if they feel they are being hit by that noise
living in the
time, she suggested they get back on the list. She stated that it was suggested that Pacificans
apply and she suggested that they do that. She stated that she just heard at this time that Gil
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Ricarte who worked since 1976 and dressed up as Portola but he unfortunately died today. She
sent her condolences to his family. She mentioned the Economic Development Committee
meeting the following day at the Police Station, and Open Space meeting Wednesday at the
Police Station.
Mayor Keener stated that the Sea Level Rise meeting was part of the Local Coastal Plan update
cost estimates, etc., of various protection mechanisms. He found that interesting and it was
what the presentation was about. He stated that the comments were more philosophical. He
stated that he and the City Manager did present to the Rotary as mentioned mostly about the
budget.
He attended the Council of Cities in Hillsborough. He stated that this month the
Council of Cities will be in Pacifica at Puerto 27 on August 31 and he would not be making it to
the 50-50 show. He attended the Peninsula Clean Energy Board Meeting, the Harvest Baskets
i.e., the food give away put on by the Pacifica Resource Center at the American Legion Hall.
start the dialogue of whether there are ways in which the cities can share expenses and save
money. He stated that it was held in South San Francisco and there were a few examples that
are already in place with a few more pending with a lot of fresh ideas. He stated that they have
to wait and see if any of them pan out.
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS
City Manager Woodhouse mentioned the discussion with the North County mayors and city
managers about shared services. He stated that San Mateo County was highly regarded for a
lot of shared services and financial efficiencies but the focused, ongoing discussions will help
them to continually stay in touch and evaluated opportunities as they come up. He stated that
they will have periodic meetings with the group. He mentioned that on the 18 th at 10 am in Half
Moon Bay was the grand opening of the Half Moon Bay new library which was an event open to
the public. He stated that the County and Half Moon Bay have been working a long time
towards this great day. He was able to attend the National Night Out with people from the
Police Department, police chief, captains, etc., to three different neighborhoods and spoke to
residents and hoped to promote that event more in future years as it was a great way to connect
community in neighborhoods which has all kinds of benefits related to crime reduction and
level rise and local coastal plan update meeting on Saturday and he briefly mentioned some of
the work they were doing related to the other half of that issue which was more focused on the
ding

cities group more engaged statewide about sea level rise and local coastal plans. He stated
that part of the focus was to communicate to the Coastal Commission and work with them about
the importance of there not being a one size fits all solution to this complex problem and local
communities through their decision making processes like Pacifica are working towards
deciding what is best for the community and have the Coastal Commission understand that. He
September and there will be a workshop discussion group focused on that topic.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE
CONSIDERATION
8.

Tentative Agreement Revising Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local
856, Miscellaneous Bargaining Unit
PROPOSED ACTION: Adopt a resolution approving the Tentative Agreement revising
the Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local 856, Miscellaneous
Bargaining Unit, including revised salary schedules.

City Manager Woodhouse stated he would start while Asst. City Manager Hines is getting
situated. He stated that negotiations are always challenging, particularly challenging when in a
financial situation like Pacifica, and he thanked the negotiation teams on both sides for the time
they spent to come to this tentative agreement presented at this meeting.
Asst. City Manager Hines presented the staff report.

because it was an item they have discussed in many closed sessions and a lot of their
questions were already answered by both city manager and asst. city manager.
Mayor Keener opened public comments.
Bridget Duffy, Pacifica, wondered how it would be different if they had a single payer in
workers.
Mayor Keener closed public comments.

time and thought behind this and she thanked everyone involved. She agreed that it was not
taken lightly with complete and utter transparency and the public can check the report to see
where the funding sources come from but even without a lot of money they are doing the best
they can with what they have and projections.
Mayor Keener stated that this agreement is good for both sides. He acknowledged that
Teamsters Local 856 wanted more and the city has a difficult but not impossible time paying for
it. He thanked both sides for their flexibility in coming to this 3-year agreement. He stated that,
as mentioned by the Asst. City Manager, the compensation cost for all city employees are
increasing by $800,000 a year because of increased PERS pension costs, which is not the fault
investments. He added that these payments for the next few years are not part of the
agreement. He thanked the Asst. City Manager for explaining where the money will come from
and he thanked him for coming up with figures throughout the negotiations.
C
the Memorandum of Understanding with Teamsters Local 856, Miscellaneous Bargaining Unit,
including revised salary schedules; seconded by Councilmember Martin.
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
9.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike O'Neill, Councilmember
Deirdre Martin, Councilmember
Keener, Vaterlaus, Digre, O'Neill, Martin

Consideration of the "Keep Pacifica Beautiful Through Public Art" Plan
PROPOSED ACTION: Consider and provide input on the "Keep Pacifica Beautiful
Through Public Art" Plan recommended by the Beautification Advisory Committee
(BAC); and direct the City Manager to return to Council with Plan revisions if necessary
for final approval and implementation, along with a Public Art / Mural policy, or
alternative next steps as directed by the Council.

Mayor Keener explained this was a matter of public art and a mural policy.
PW Dir. Ocampo introduced Ginny Jaquith, Beautification Advisory Committee Chair.
Ms. Jaquith introduced herself, described the concept of this plan, introduced several committee
members and then presented the staff report. She concluded by thanking the efforts by the
subcommittee and Public Works staff.
City Manager Woodhouse clarified that the recommended action by Council was to provide
comments and input on the report and staff would develop a policy that would implement the
program and bring it back to Council for implementation as recommended.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus referred to mention of a city policy that provides for 2% of the Pacifica
Capital Improvement Project Fund, and she asked what that amount would be.

PW Dir. Ocampo stated that the capital improvement fund is a developer fee and it would be
dependent upon the amount of development they get. He thought a rough estimate would be
about $10,000 and that was dependent on many things.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus concluded it was not their full capital improvement fund.
Ms. Jaquith added that it was something they were looking at but she felt they need to do a lot
of study before they come up with a recommendation that was realistic.
Councilmember Martin urged them to look at that number as it was significant. She stated that
she was asking along the lines of the cost to the city and she thought the City Manager sort of
answered it which, at this time, there was no cost to the city other than time to do investigation
and research and put together a formal policy. She concluded that, if they were to implement
this, it would be a subcommttee of the Beautification Advisory Committee. She asked if those
members are appointed by the Beautification Advisory Committee or by Council.
Ms. Jaquith stated that the recommendation was that they be appointed by the Beautification
Advisory Committee as a subcommittee.
Councilmember Martin was thinking in terms of what they go through when they have to appoint
committee members and they would be going through that and it was more staff time as, even if
they are running the show, staff would have to be there for a subcommittee. She was
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mentioning it for transparency purposes. She thought it was a great idea and was interested to
see what the policy looks like, which she thought would be like what Ms. Jaquith presented.
She thought it would be great and the only question will be what it will cost the city with staff
time and if we have that resource now.
Mayor Keener opened public comments.
Bridget Duffy, Pacifica, thanked them for working on this as she thought it was a great idea.
She stated that she talked to a woman about the murals idea and how great it would be to
communicate with the murals, such as ideals Pacifica holds dear, and teaching people about
animals, etc. She would like to see a lot of sea life, the ocean, as they have highlighted our past
before regarding colonization, railroad, etc.
Ron Maykel, Pacifica, supported the Beautification Committee and attended their meetings
when he had an idea for a mural at the Vallemar Shopping Center. He drives past Vallemar and
sees the huge blank wall and he thought about a railroad theme and he was so into the idea
that he went and interviewed all the business owners to get their feelings about it. They were all
supportive of a
considering the train station and railroad cars. He stated that one owner wanted to see a
shoreline mural with the beach and ocean. He contacted the property owner as they would
have to get permission from him, and the answer was no. He appreciated their efforts to raise
the image of Pacifica which was a time when that was not being considered by our leadership.
He loved the mural at Cabrillo School with the sun image which he thought was his favorite
mural. He also commented on the Oceana sharks mural. He agreed that the mural should be
adequately vetted by the public and he would like to see some universal themes, mentioning our
population, adding that we were also part of the county and state with a lot of ethnic diversity.
He thanked them all and stated that he was looking forward to it.
Mayor Keener closed public comments.
Councilmember Digre thanked them for their hard work. She liked seeing the murals on the
presentation, mentioning that Sanchez goes way back, stating that it was a community event.
She also mentioned the one at the plaza by the Community Center and it was another
community event. She would also like to see the youth in the schools involved as part of their
art programs.

they were very diligent in their efforts for this endeavor. He stated that his concern is that the art
fund was supposed to be funded by a 2
many $5 million projects they will have. He would like to check that out when they draft the
report. He thought the newest mural was on the side of the building of El Grano de Oro. He
stated that Oceana is really good but Terra Nova has the same artist who Tigers there. He was
fully supportive of the program and thought it would be great as they could combine it with a
history tour through West Sharp Park and they would have a good thing. He mentioned that
CalTrans was open to letting them paint those walls as you go down the ditch.
Councilmember Digre referred to CalTrans and the ditch, and if they need to close it at any time
it might be a good idea to hurry up.
Mayor Keener thought murals were a great way to dress up a city. He thought it was the
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opposite of litter which they will be considering later on. He felt we have a litter problem
especially along Highway 1. He stated that murals are wonderful and lift the spirits of those
driving by and he thought more would be great. Regarding the policy, he thought the subject
matter of the individual murals as alluded to in public comments may be a sticking point as it
thought it would depend on whether the mural was on public property or private property.
City Attorney Kenyon thought that was a very good poin
office has reviewed the program and discussed at length with staff about the need to limit the
program to just public sites and not include private sites. She stated that, even with public sites,
if they get direction from Council to move forward with the program, it will be to look at what that
program can actually entail. She stated that the key element was going to make sure the forum
continues to be controlled by the city so they are not creating a public forum but a very limited
public forum for which the city is in control and will have the ability to say what kind of art they
want to place on our property.
Ms. Jaquith stated that it was part of the guidelines they have established and why the
committee will work very closely with the community organization or whomever is sponsoring it
to ensure that they meet all the guidelines.
Mayor Keener asked how many existing murals are on city-owned property.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that was what the program would be about, i.e., city owned
property.
Mayor Keener asked if there were any on city owned property at present.
Ms. Jaquith mentioned the Sanchez Art Center.
Mayor Keener mentioned that there are others on schools which are a form of public property
but not controlled by the city, as well as several on private property. He was also concerned
away but one idea that the committee has proposed that they be given access to 2% of the
Capital Improvement Fund developer fee and another would be that they would raise the money
voluntarily by contributions from citizens.
Ms. Jaquith stated that will be the primary focus of the project is to generate sponsorship from
the community and/or grants. She stated that there are opportunities through the arts
community for grants.
Councilmember Digre thought they would want to rephrase how they do it as they are not
talking about adopting the 2% at this meeting.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they were not, adding for the record and Councilmember
because they did not want to incur a lot of fees and expenses until they knew this was where
the Council wanted to go. If it is the direction of the Council that they would like to develop a
formal program, she stated that there are a lot of serious first amendment concerns with any
will be heavily involved in crafting and editing
the ordinance. She stated that there will be additional city attorney costs that were not
anticipated as normal city attorney services.
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Councilmember Digre asked if they were talking about an ordinance or a policy.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that it will most likely involve ordinances as well as policies. She
stated that it is a program that will need to be developed which will require policies, guidelines
and it would also require some amendment to the current ordinances dealing with murals.
Councilmember Digre thought they probably want to bring it back for more information and
discussion.
Mayor Keener stated that was what the City Manager suggested to them that, if they agree on it,
they will come up with representative policy based on what they said and recommendations.
Councilmember Digre asked if the way it is phrased at this time was good enough for now.
City Attorney Kenyon added that, if the Council has any other thoughts, such as continuing to
make sure that they are concerned with keeping the program as a limited public forum to stay
clear of any serious first amendment scrutiny concerns, they can take that feedback and come
back with a more fleshed out program that they think will meet constitutional scrutiny as well as
staff time and budget costs that will allow the Council to ask them to move forward and bring
back whatever documents are necessary to implement the program.
Councilmember Digre assumed that would not take a super amount of staff time.

bring the concept back to the Council to know exactly what they would need to develop.
Councilmember Digre concluded that they are moving it forward.
City Attorney Kenyon responded affirmatively.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated that, in the report, they talk about sculpture and she enjoyed
that San Francisco has three large public sculptures, having just changed one of them. She
knew this was mainly murals, but asked if they would get into the sculpture aspect in the future.
Ms. Jaquith responded affirmatively, adding that the public art piece is all about public art
installations and they would be sculptures, benches, and a whole variety of public art kinds of
things.
Councilmember Martin stated that she would like to make a motion but would also state that it is
include in the policy verbiage that protects us from first amendment violations she agreed that
they should include that verbiage as well.

Advisory Committee and
direct the City Manager to return to Council with Plan revisions for final approval and
implementation along with a Public Art/Mural policy or alternative next steps; seconded by
Councilmember Digre.
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Mayor Keener called a 5-minute break, then reconvened the meeting.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
10.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Deirdre Martin, Councilmember
Sue Digre, Councilmember
Keener, Vaterlaus, Digre, O'Neill, Martin

Post July 4th Report to City Council
PROPOSED ACTION: Accept the Post July 4th Report to City Council and Allow the
Illegal Fireworks Task Force to Sunset

Police Chief Steidle presented the staff report.

ndation about letting it sunset. He stated that towards the end some of

Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated that, as she usually does, she wanted to remind people that
the 8% safety fee does cover most of the cost of the overtime for Police, Fire and Public Works.
Without that 8% fee, they would still have illegal fireworks and still have the same overtime but
the safe and sane does help by providing the income to almost support the overtime and
sometimes it is even totally covered.
Councilmember Martin asked if they will have public comments.
Mayor Keener responded affirmatively.
Councilmember Martin thanked the Chief stating that it was a very comprehensive report. She
congratulated all the groups that came and did cleanup and the task force who did a good job of
getting the word out and congratulated Public Works and Police Department. She thought they
could sunset the Task Force for now, but they might want to rethink opening it up in the next
year. She stated that fire safety and litter was what they talked about in the Task Force. She
felt it was a shame to hear that some of the appointed members of the Task Force lost interest.
She would recommend that all th
-19 and
even if they do sunset it now, they should keep it on their radar to reconvene in the new year
because of the attention and relation to Council goals for fireworks, fire safety and litter. She
recommended that they revise the interview process to get more engagement and participation
in those who potentially lost interest.
Chief Steidle stated that the direction from Council to the Task Force was enforcement
strategies and community outreach strategies for legal fireworks and while the non-profits did
clean up the beach and took of litter, the Task Force was not tasked with anything to do with
litter. He stated that, in defense of the Task Force members, they were engaged and what he
saw as the second year went on that they were discussing the same things over and over again,
with a solid list of things the first year but in the second year they talked about the same things
t was for a lack of
enthusiasm by the group, but they tended to lose interest when they got to the point where it
was almost how much can they beat the topic to death.
Councilmember Martin thought that made sense, and she suggested they might want to rethink
their mission and pull in a representative from Public Works and PB&R.
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there was a hardcore group that did come both years but, as mentioned by the Chief, it was a
rehash of what they talked about the year before. He stated that it was just for fireworks and, if
they want to consider reestablishing it with a broader mandate, that was something they could
talk about. He thought there were some that did not come back the second year. He stated
that, being on Council, he had conflicts where he missed meetings because of things Council
was doing.
Councilmember Martin stated that she was not ungrateful for the work they did and she thanked
them all, adding that she was not belittling their work.

the two fireworks people out there.
s the
perpetrators of the illegal fireworks evolve in their methods, and stated that when they talked
about the other part of the equation of controlling illegal fireworks or shrinking their use, that
community engagement kind of changed the culture. He asked if they were making any
progress on that front and if he had any ideas to make further progress.
Chief Steidle stated that, in terms of whether they are making any progress, he thought they
would be making progress on those fireworks when the numbers start going down. He stated

stated that what they have been able to accomplish with community outreach is the first year
they started the discussion with the community and they had people talking via social media,
expressed a desire to talk with the city about it. In the second year, they found a lot of those
people and more reaching out as they started to come forward to the city. He thought they have
stirred the discussion. He stated that, in terms of changing the culture he mentioned earlier, it

Mayor Keener opened public comments.
Bridget Duffy, Pacifica, thanked Chief Steidle for keeping us safe. She stated that she always
talks about the fireworks when it comes up because her dog is so afraid of the fireworks. She
knows this is universally true of all dogs and there are a lot of dog owners in Pacifica. She
was a great idea to have a Task Force with a lot of citizen input. She thought our community,
as a compassionate community, once it becomes engaged in an idea, it would carry itself within
the community and go viral. She stated that taxpayers are paying at least $40,000 to $50,000
every 4th of July between extra policing and fines of illegal fireworks. She suggested that her
dog would suggest having the fireworks in Linda Mar and have a picnic in Sharp Park with hot
was a win-win situation if, instead of putting that money into policing, something else is thought
of. She thought a campaign that included compassionate behavior around dogs and children
should be considered. She added that she will apply for the Task Force but concluded she
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Tygarjas Bigstyck, Pacifica, referred to the 8% safety fee, and he thought each year it comes
very close to covering it all and falls short by several thousand dollars and he wondered if it
would be possible to raise it slightly to cover the entirety of the cost. He thought these laws
departments. He suggested that they could do it closer to actual cost or write it that, if there is
more that comes in than they put out, they could donate it back into the various organizations
that are selling the fireworks.
Lynn Adams, Pacifica, thanked civil services for all the work they do and being there in full
force to manage that, Public Works for creating a safe place and do the cleanups afterwards,
and the Fire Department. She acknowledged that it was a lot of work and this was a pervasive
situation. She thought the Task Force was very beneficial in coming up with good ideas, such
as one idea limiting the fireworks to specific places that they could clean up. It evolved and in
the second year, she felt it was like the last several years. She thought the ideas were great in
that the community groups got a chance to learn how to work together and were a relay of
information from the Police Department to the citizens and our community groups. She thought,
who now get a chance to work together with sharing ideas and supporting the Police, Public
Works and Fire Department. She felt it warrants continuing the Task Force as she felt there
was enough sharing and community engagement. She thought collaboration with the Police
and those in the Task Force bringing it back to the groups was very valuable.
Mayor Keener closed public comments.

like to consider raising the safety fee to 8.5% to cover the cost. He stated that the average cost
is $33,166 over the past four years and he thought it would be good to revisit that as 8% has
been for quite a while. He thanked the reps from TNT as they were valuable in bringing us
previous year but not this year. He stated that they also helped with the printing of all the flyers
the city sent out.
Councilmember Digre agreed that they need to look at covering the cost. She thanked the Task
Force for all they did. She stated that, on looking at how the community groups responded with
over and above clean up time, it was something and is probably a result of all the community
action of outreach prior to July 4. She was sure the Beach Coalition had a lot to do with the PR
to get all those community members out there. She stated that once they were looking to track
the day of the week when the 4th of July came and they were wondering if they learned that 4 th
of July issues were more volatile on weekends they would know how to plan better for that, but
week.
Chief Steidle stated that it moves a day each year and it has been a few years since they had
one on the weekend. He stated that h
calls for service looked like on certain days of the week, if that was what she was asking.
Councilmember Digre responded affirmatively. She stated that it was a good idea to offer new
membership because this Task Force was the second Task Force. The first one met for one or
two years as well and determined that they would lay low for a while and see when it was
necessary then this one came up. She thought the city would be able to cover the amount of
outreach with TNT and the other company and different charities, asking if that was how they
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educate the community if the Task Force is not in place.
Chief Steidle stated that they would continue to do what they have done for the last two years,
based on the recommendation of the task force using radio, print, television, social media,
community groups and reaching out into the backbone of the community to those involved in our
community to get the word out with any new programs in place such as the social host
ordinance.

proactive in that they kind of know the people who are lighting these off and they went up to
their front door and said they were keeping an eye on them.

are a problem everywhere and he thought he said enforcement has to evolve not just give up.
He stated that the battle is not over and they will try to reduce the incidents of illegal fireworks if
they can. He stated that he has every confidence that the Chief and all the police who work for
illegal fire
could bring up another Task Force if they wanted to and that this was primarily to reach out to
the community rather than to advise the Police on enforcement methods
there was much they could teach them as they already know what they are dealing with. He
appointing some members and appointing new ones but rather convene a new Task Force. He

wanted that.
Councilmember Martin asked if the coordination of fire works booths with Public Works and
clean ups happened at the task force level.
Chief Steidle stated that it did not. He explained that the coordination to make the 4 th of July
festivities take place is coordinated within the departments with what they do every year
whether there is a Task Force or not.
Councilmember Martin stated that he gathered the data from Public Works and she asked if
Public Works met with all the groups, such as the heads of all the fireworks booth to coordinate
with the information packet that says they need to do specific cleanups, etc.
Chief Steidle understood what she was saying. He stated that every year he has a meeting and
invites the Beach Coalition because they are involved in the cleanups, and a representative
from the North County Fire Authority and someone from Public Works. They have a meeting
with all fireworks groups, go over the Municipal Code with what they are or are not allowed to
do, Fire Department talks about what their expectations are for the booths and get their
inspection set up. He hands out the beach cleanup list which he creates and everyone knows
all that information at the end of the meeting.
Councilmember Martin concluded that it was separate and aside from the Task Force.
Chief Steidle responded affirmatively.
Councilmember Martin agrees that the Task Force has ended its mission of trying to address
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illegal fireworks and how to enforce that. She added that the majority of those who signed up
for that Task Force is probably more interested in just fireworks in general and how we deal with
it as a city. She recommended that, moving forward, as the three items she mentioned are part
alled out specifically in
the goals but were part of the sub discussions. She suggested that a Task Force is created that
deals with those issues around fireworks and it can start in the new year closer to the 4th of July.
She would support a motion this evening to sunset this for now.

adding that they also should realize that they did recommendations on the Task Force and he
thought they should give them a couple of years to let them ripen and mature. He stated that
this year seemed to go smoother than last year and they learn by experience. He also thought
there was a difference between a Task Force and another committee. He stated that a Task
Force was for a single focus, short term, minimal staff time, compared to a committee or
limited term duration on a single subject. He thought they should think about that when they
come up with issues or solutions they want.
City Manager Woodhouse wanted to clarify a couple of things. One item that was mentioned
and there were some head nodding about the fee, and he asked for more clarification about
whether that was something they should be looking into and bring back to the Council at a
stating that perhaps the chief can elaborate on that as he needed clarification if that was going
to be a direction to staff. Regarding a different Task Force, he felt that at some point they will
need more direction about when and what that might be if that will be considered by Council.
pment or research of what that
would entail, but more direction would be helpful as it was ambiguous now.
Mayor Keener stated that, regarding the fee, he thought that fee was part of their regular fee
schedule and was part of the budget.
Chief Steidle responded affirmatively.

higher costs.
City Manager Woodhouse stated that he was not sure of the timing and would ask how it would
dopt the new fee schedule until potentially June of the year
and he thought that would be too late.
Chief Steidle stated that he was retracting that as he was not positive it was the fee schedule.
He thought it might be in the Municipal Code and part of the 2013 task force.

City Manager Woodhouse thought there was research that staff needs to do about how that fee
was established and the time line for it. He stated that, if Council was interested, they could
bring it back at a future meeting sometime this winter and if changed it could be implemented in
time for the sale of the fireworks.
Mayor Keener stated that $4,000 was not that much money. If they were covering all but
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$4,000 or $5,000, he thought that was good enough, but he was willing to listen to other
councilmembers.

income from this year as the staff report stated they will know that figure in September.
City Manager Woodhouse asked if they were planning to bring a staff report to the Council.
Chief Steidle stated that he had not planned on doing that but can if needed.
City Manager Woodhouse thought, in terms of the final number, that would be something they
He stated that it was a good point to wait and see what the number is and whether it covers the
cost this year. After that, Council could direct staff to research increasing the fee if necessary
for a future action.

time to add up to a couple of thousand dollars.
Councilmember Digre stated that she was on the first Task Force and one thing they were very
interested in was covering costs for staff. It was in the past with different Task Force and chief,
but she thought some of it had to do with the two fireworks companies and there was history.
She stated that they talked about increasing the fee at one time and she vaguely remembers
that there was some constraints at the time that maybe the charities would not be able to make
money and what they earned on their sales came into discussion. She thought there was
history and Captain Spanheimer might have been there.
Chief Steidle thought Chief Tasa was on that Task Force.
Councilmember Digre responded affirmatively, adding that it was also the two companies. She
stated that there was a formula and they were very much focused on covering costs.
Mayor Keener stated that he looked at the table and for 2014, 15 and 16, they were within
know yet

concern is that the expenses this year were jumped about 10% over what they were the prior
years and he would like to get the final number. He stated that he saw some printout that
average sales for the groups was between $100,000 and $115,000 or $120,000. He stated
that doing a .5% would bring it up to cover the costs.
accept the Post July 4 Report to City Council and Allow the
Illegal Fireworks Task Force to Sunset; seconded by Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
11.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Mike O'Neill, Councilmember
Sue Vaterlaus, Mayor Pro Tem
Keener, Vaterlaus, Digre, O'Neill, Martin

Appointments to the Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission, Open Space &
Parkland Advisory Committee and Economic Development Committee
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PROPOSED ACTION: Move to appoint two (2) applicants to the Parks, Beaches &
Recreation Commission, two (2) applicants to the Open Space & Parkland Advisory
Committee, and one (1) applicant to the Economic Development Committee.
Acting City Clerk Coffey presented the staff report.
Mayor Keener asked if she was going to pass out the ballots all at once for all the committees.
He thought that would be easiest.
Acting City Clerk Coffey asked if he would like her to do that.
Mayor Keener responded affirmatively.
e because he
thought in the minutes it usually says who voted for each person.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they were not voting now.
Acting City Clerk Coffey stated that for the Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission, Cindy
Abbott and Kevin Kellogg each received five selections; Oscar Porter, Tanya Schevitz and
Kathleen M. Stueck did not receive any selections. For the Open Space and Parkland Advisory
Committee, Arlene Patton received five selections, Oscar Porter did not receive any selections,
Jim Sullivan received five selections.
For the Economic Development Committee, Louise
McGinnis Barber received one selection; A. J. Bolino received two selections; Rachel
Cauteruccio received two selections; Ryan Lask did not receive any selections and James

Mayor Keener thought they could proceed for the Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission
and the Open Space and Parkland Advisory Committee. He thought one motion for all four.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they need one motion for each Commission.
Mayor Keener stated that there were no public comments.
Councilmember Martin moved to appoint Cindy Abbott and Kevin Kellogg to the Parks, Beaches
and Recreation Commission; seconded by Councilmember Digre.
5-0
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus moved to appoint Arlene Patton and Jim Sullivan to the Open Space
and Parkland Advisory Committee; seconded by Councilmember Digre.
5-0
Mayor Keener thought they needed another straw poll for the Economic Development
Commission.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they could discuss but it was up to the Council.
Mayor Keener suggested that they just vote again.
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Councilmember Martin concluded that it was between A. J. Bolino and Rachel Cauteruccio.
Mayor Keener responded affirmatively.
Acting City Clerk Coffey stated that for the Economic Development Committee, Rachel
Cauteruccio received three selections and A. J. Bolino received two selections.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus moved that they appoint Rachel Cauteruccio to the Economic
Development Committee; seconded by Councilmember Digre.

5-0
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Deirdre Martin, Councilmember
Sue Digre, Councilmember
Keener, Vaterlaus, Digre, O'Neill, Martin

STUDY SESSION ON EVALUATING STRATEGIES TO REDUCE LITTER
12.

Evaluate Strategies, Including Potential New Ordinances, Related to Reducing Litter
PROPOSED ACTION: Consider and provide input on the below summary report about
current laws and practices in Pacifica related to reducing litter and provide direction to
the City Manager regarding next steps.

Asst. City Manager Hines presented the staff report.
Mayor Keener opened public comments.
Alejandra Warren, Pacifica, stated she was talking for her son, Drake, who was a ten-year-old
and had to go to bed and his father had to take him home. He wanted to say that he has been
using reusable straws for about five years without any problems. He brought his straws that he
carries everywhere. She stated that if a ten-year-old can do it, why can
Alejandra Warren, Pacifica, stated that now she was speaking for herself. She stated that she
was a zero waste specialist and works with companies doing outreach to educate communities
of the importance of recycling and composting correctly. She also worked greening events like
concerts, art fairs, festivals by divergent landfill waste and composting or recycling at least 80%
of the waste generated. She stated that one of the main reasons why it was difficult to reach
zero waste goals was single use plastic. She stated that individually wrapped snacks, plastic
straws, etc., are neither recyclable or compostable. She stated that they have noticed
significant waste reduction in cities where single use plastic restrictions are applied. She stated
that, from a professional and a personal plan of view, she recommended Pacifica move forward
with the implementation of a single use plastic ban. She stated that it has been proven harmful
to marine life, wild life and human health. She stated that plastic straws, lids and cutlery are
among the top ten items collected in cleanups. She stated that, if you join a beach clean up in
Pacifica, your chances of finding single use plastic are 90%. She stated that she hears people
say that plastic takes 400 years to biodegrade but it was not true as plastic does not biodegrade
at all but breaks into smaller and smaller bits that are showing up in increasing numbers in
oceans and lakes and are being eaten by seabirds and fish. She stated that in November 2016,
California banned single use plastic bags and the bans had many critics arguing that reusable
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bags would create epidemics of salmonella, E. Coli, other food borne illnesses and they also
claimed that it would be an unnecessary burden on consumers. She stated that none of that
happened but now we have eliminated the use of 13 billion plastic bags every year with the ban.
She stated that critics of the straw ban claim that they are not considering disabled people but
she said that was far from true as the ordinance would clearly state that restaurants and coffee
shops must provide plastic straws to disabled people. She stated that critics also claim a ban
will be an economic burden to restaurants and food providers but the cost of paper straws will
be offset once they provide paper straws only upon request. She follows the cities like Malibu
and San Francisco and she know that, if implemented, the ban will require outreach and
education efforts but she knows Pacifica can do it. She stated that the last thing is they had the
chance to collect signatures in the Eco-Fest with the Pacifica Beach Coalition and they collected
over 300 signatures, and 200 were Pacificans. She stated any ban they can help them with
would make a difference.
Vickie Flores, Pacifica, stated that she was on the Pacifica Beach Coalition Board. She stated
that the Pacifica Beach Coalition would like the Council to become more involved and aware of
he Taco Bell
at Linda Mar removed all of its trash cans as they have decided to rebrand themselves as a
cantina. She stated that the Beach Coalition spent many hours and days cleaning up Taco
plastic cups and straws. She
stated that these items have been seen blowing off their back deck directly onto the beach daily.
She stated that Taco Bell has also decided to stop using paper cups and go strictly to plastic
beverage containers. She stated
to the community. She stated that the Pacifica Beach Coalition has also found plastic cups and
Council
back, but this will only be until October when the rebranding is expected to be completed. She
stated that some shopping centers in Pacifica like Pedro Point that does not have any garbage
cans or the shopping center in Manor that only has a few can do a better job in keeping the
areas clean from garbage by removing the overflowing trash cans in a more timely manner.
She stated that they bring this concern to City Council as the conditions in some of these
locations are getting worse and in some cases the amount of garbage that the Pacifica Beach
Coalition picked up in a week is now being picked up in one day. She stated that a few minutes
throughout the day by businesses and shopping center owners will make Pacifica more
welcoming for all. She asked that we not end up like our neighbor in San Francisco who have
these establishments how to run their business but they are the voice for our community and
they would like them to raise a concern on our behalf to these organizations and start a Help
Keep Pacifica Clean campaign like they did a few years ago.
Ron Maykel, Pacifica, thanked Asst. City Manager Hines for the great report. He stated that
he had an epiphany, thinking about sea level rise, 1.7 million tons of trash that get into the
ocean and he thought that was why the ocean was rising. He concluded that if they could get
rid of the trash, all floating objects, boats, ships, and all the oil rigs they could lower the sea level
by 6.2 inches in six months. He asked that they consider that and incorporate it into the plan.
He referred to the storm drains, stating that there was one at the corner of Oceana and Manor in
drains. He stated that all the storm drains empty either into a creek or the ocean. He
mentioned another example on the corner of Clarendon and Francisco and at the North Coast
County Water District property there was a storm drain with a retrofitted grill. He thought this
was something to consider as a pilot program. He stated that they have huge pipes that drain
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into San Pedro Creek with a resurrection of the San Pedro Creek Watershed Coalition and there
was a 5-6 foot high drainage pipe that drains into San Pedro Creek east of the Sanchez Art
Center and he thought it was an imaginative idea to put a cage around it as a pilot program and
when the first rains come and you check to see how much stuff is coming off the streets of Linda
Mar. He felt this was something to consider.
Cynthia Knowles, Pacifica, thanked them for the wonderful report and she thanked Alejandra
and Vickie for their wonderful arguments. She echoed those arguments in support of a ban on
single use plastics and overall to address the problem of sustain ability we need to reduce our
consumption overall but banning single use plastics would be a step in the right direction. She
was a member of the Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission and the Beach Coalition and
takes pride in a beautiful and clean Pacifica. She thanked them for placing that receptacle
along the coastal trail at Rockaway Beach. She stated that she made a comment at the
Commission one night and she was too late and someone had already taken leadership and
placed that receptacle there. She stated that the Beach Coalition cigarette butt subcommittee
placed a beautiful painted cigarette bucket there and it was trashed in that spot and the city
placed a brown large receptacle for trash. She felt that they needed for businesses to take
more leadership on the issue of playing a role in maintaining their areas. She stated that
businesses do a lot for the city and they also pay to have trash picked up. She asked that they
prevent it from getting onto the ground and potentially into the storm drain and into the ocean.
She thought there needs to be a requirement that they place more receptacles in their areas.
She stated that there appears to be inconsistency and lack of coherence in ownership of
shopping centers and no consistency in waste management and people patronizing the
businesses have no where to throw their trash. She stated that the Beach Coalition has placed
cigarette collection containers around the city and they get trashed in areas where there is a
lack of receptacles for trash. She advocated for a campaign for reducing plastic bottles and rely
more on reusable bottles.
Tygarjas Bigstyck, Pacifica, stated that after they had discussed plastic straws he ran across
anti-plastic movement as it announced it would switch to paper straws in all of its 1,300 UK
locations starting in May and customers will have to ask for a straw if they want one. He
already have 1,300 in the UK and they can put Taco Bell to shame who should already be
ashamed of themselves. He felt there might need to be an ordinance that, if you have a
business on the beach, you must provide trash receptacles. He stated that the first time he
spoke before the city was to ban single use plastic bags since the byproducts of the petroleum
industry, including plastic, immediately relates to the rise in cancer rates. He was proud of the
county and then the state when they decided to ban plastic bags and now they had the
opportunity to continue that innovative process. He referenced the comment in the staff report
was great to ban plastic straws but he then thought about plastic ware, cups, etc. and thought
we could ban all of them in the span of three years.
Jim Fithian, Pacifica, thanked them for taking this on. He stated that he has been doing Beach
Coalition for 20 years. He echoed some of the sentiments of pri
take all of that at once but you take one at a time. He mentioned his family going to a beach in
Florida in 1998 and when they got their sodas without straws or lids, they asked why and were
told that nobody needs them and they just make trash on the beach. He stated that straws
break down to microplastics and are the 7th most common trash collected on beaches in 2017
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the businesses who are using metal straws. He stated that it is easy to do and he asked that
we ban at least plastic straws in Pacifica as the other options are all being done and are
upsides. He asked that we join this movement and he would love to see us beat San Francisco.
He felt we can live without plastic straws.
Lynn Adams, Pacifica, stated that it is time for a sea change and we have the residents, the
petition that 300 people signed that not only supports straw ban but cutlery, etc. She stated that
during this summer they did 16 clean ups, many after the Saturday clean up and the day after
the other give back and she stated that there are 16 billion disposable coffee cups used every
he mentioned some
plastic cups, cutlery and we can bring our own. She stated many were in the plastic wrapper
and not used. She mentioned bottle caps, etc. She added that in addition, when these plastic
products are made they create methane gases and global climate change and when they break
down they also release methane. She was tired of subsidizing the plastic industry, and tired of
everyone subsidizing the plastic industry. She wants to be in Pacifica when we do this ban.
Mayor Keener closed public comments.
Asst. City Manager Hines stated that he wanted to provide clarification on one of the points
during the power point. He stated that in the code section 6-5.403, we have a ban which says
all food vendors using any disposable food service ware shall use biodegradable compostable
reusable or recyclable food service ware, but there is also all food vendors are strongly
encouraged to use reusable food service ware in place of disposable food service ware. He
stated that one reason for the first bullet is that they have a code section that lays the framework

keep it in the general sense of biodegradable, compostable, reusable food service ware. He
hoped he was able to drill it down a little in making the mechanism for their decision a little
easier.
Mayor Keener meant to look it up and he asked if the food vendors are normal restaurants or
food trucks or what.
Asst. City Manager Hines stated he was looking for a definition. He stated that food vendor
means any and all sales outlets, stores, shops, vehicles or other places of business located
within the City of Pacifica which operate primarily to sell or convey food or beverages directly to
the ultimate consumer which food or beverages are predominantly contained, etc.
Mayor Keener thought that was clear. He stated that the section requires food vendors using
any disposable food service ware which includes plastic straws and lids to use biodegradable,
compostable and reusable. He thought that was a shortened form of what the actual code
reads like.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that she can read what the actual code says, which says that all
food vendors using any disposable food service ware shall use biodegradable, compostable,
reusable or recyclable food service ware. All food vendors are strongly encouraged to use
reusable food service ware in place of using disposable food service ware for all food served on
premises.
Mayor Keener concluded that reusable would be the typical implements that go through a
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dishwasher and they reuse them.
City Attorney Kenyon responded affirmatively.
Mayor Keener stated that it sounds like they already have an ordinance that requires vendors of
takeout to use biodegradable, compostable, reusable and they are not going to use reusable or
recyclable food service ware. He stated that the only gap he sees is the recyclable food service
biodegradable and compostable.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that she and staff agree, if Council wants to make a more definitive
statement of banning plastic straws, this section should be modified to make that more clear.
She stated that no where in this section are plastic straws referred to specifically.
Councilmember Martin mentioned packet page 142.
Asst. City Manager Hines stated that was inferred because of the description.
Councilmember Martin asked if it was not an exact quote from the code.
Asst. City Manager Hines responded affirmatively.
Mayor Keener stated that the City Attorney read them the exact code.

City Attorney Kenyon stated that the way they do make sense is that in the first sentence they
are referring to if you are handing out disposable ware then it has to be compostable or
reusable.
Mayor Keener added recyclable. He stated that he wants to flag that because recyclable can be
plastic and you are supposed to throw it in a recycle can but they know a lot of it ends up on the
beach.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that the second sentence says if you are using disposable food
service ware on premises which is different than the first sentence which is using it most likely in
takeout, then you are strongly encouraged to use reusable food service ware.
Mayor Keener understood where the strongly encouraged came in.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that the ban is not as strong when you are eating on premises as
opposed to takeout. She stated that there was a decision made to not impose this ban strictly
on sit down restaurants.
Mayor Keener asked if she knew when this code section was enacted.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that she did not know.
Asst. City Manager Hines stated that it was effective January 1, 2010.
Mayor Keener stated that it was time to extend their deliberation time. He asked if an hour
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would do it.

Vaterlaus.
5-0.
Councilmember Martin stated it was all good news. She stated shame on all of them for not
anything in place because they have been talking about it for so long. She stated that there was
obviously little to no enforcement if this is the code. She stated that tonight was not just about
plastics. Regarding the plastics, she almost cried when she saw all that garbage. She stated
that it passes through her hands all the time, but when they see it like that, she almost cried for
tears of joy because of all the passion that was present behind this. She commended Alejandra
for taking the initiative and talking to people at the Eco-Fest and gathering signatures. She
stated that there are other community members who have reached out. She stated that,
because of the buzz around plastic straws in particular, there was a lot of counter arguments,
and one was that only 1% of the ocean plastic comes from straws. She stated that, as Tygarjas
mentioned, it starts somewhere. She stated that Alejandra gave the statistics today on plastic
bag ban and she stated that it has to start somewhere and 1% today is not 1% in a few years.
She supported a single use plastic ban and she thinks that, if they revise some of the existing
code it almost covers it. She felt it was about marketing and there will need to be marketing
money to spend. She stated that there are still some places in Pacifica that use single use
plastic bags and some who still use Styrofoam takeouts. She felt it was up to us as a
community to be good stewards and remind them in a friendly way about our city code. She
thought the section of 6-5.403 covers plastic straws, lids on coffee cups and utensils and plastic
stirrers. She stated that Starbucks put the little stirrers in the plastic lids. She mentioned that
e other
parts of the presentation, mention of Taco Bell, and conditions at shopping centers.

the county, adding that
the state law comes in also. He would also say that, if Taco Bell is going to get a liquor license
which was his understanding of a cantina, now might be a good time for the city to send a letter
to the Alcoholic Beverage Control that they want it served in paper cups. He thought, if they are
through the garbage can thing they discovered that a condition of their operating permit was that
they had to have garbage cans and if the operating permit we have requires garbage cans, he
asked how they can get rid of them if it is a cantina. He asked if those requirements would need
to be in the new version of beer and wine or do they have to get a new operating permit from
the city.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they would be bound by whatever regulations we have in
place.

rid of the garbage cans that they had already and they were planning on getting rid of them
when it was a cantina. He stated that, even though it is now a cantina serving beer and wine,
he assumed they are still going to be bound by the original permit.
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City Attorney Kenyon responded affirmatively.
Mayor Keener asked if Planning Director Wehrmeister could talk about which permits they have
and will need as his understanding was that they will need a new permit. They have an alcohol
permit already but it was only for inside. He thought they will have to get a new use permit from
the Planning Commission in order to serve alcohol on their deck.
Planning Director Wehrmeister stated that the history of the permitting is that in the 1970s, there
was a use permit and site development permit for a restaurant to go there, including the back
deck. It was not Taco Bell at that time and Taco Bell took over in the 1980s under those
permits. At some point after Taco Bell took over, they started to use the outdoor deck for
outdoor dining, and at some point there was the pass through window. She stated that, under
the ordinance, any outdoor use in a commercial zone needs a use permit. They did not get a
use permit for the outdoor dining. They have requested from the city a use permit to legalize
their outdoor dining. She stated that separately they have applied for ABC license for alcohol
sales. She stated that the code permits bars in the zone in which it is located and it is not an
issue of use for the alcohol permits but just reviewing the ABC license. At the time that the first
ABC license came through, the Chief of Police requested that ABC conditioned the license to
not allow alcohol sales on the deck and he can explain his concerns. She stated that they are
now seeking to legalize outdoor dining and they intend to re-request that ABC reconsider that
condition on the outdoor consumption of alcohol. She hoped she was clear.
Mayor Keener stated that she was a lot clearer than he was.
Planning Director Wehrmeister stated regarding the garbage can question, the original permit
from the 1970s does not have a specific condition about how many garbage cans you can have
and there is no requirement that she is aware of that if it is a cantina you cannot have outdoor
garbage. She has never heard
requirement of Taco Bell cantina. She stated that the requirement in the Municipal Code,
absent of a condition of approval for which this is the case, is that the site needs to keep itself
clear of litter and they can do it in a number of ways, such as an employee posted out there
picking up litter or they can put out garbage cans so their customers can throw away their
garbage properly. When they do not take care of their litter problem, that was when code
enforcement can get involved and they need to take steps to control their litter.
Mayor Keener asked, since they have to apply for a use permit to serve food outdoors on the
deck, if that can be conditioned with garbage cans.
Planning Director Wehrmeister responded affirmatively.

some requirement, since the wind will blow and the paper will be there, for a screen type of
thing. He thought it was a railing and open. He stated that the papers will get caught and blow
on the beach and he asked if there was a sort of screen.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that this was probably not an appropriate discussion for this study
session item. She asked that they not discuss the particulars of a permit that may or may not
come before the Council.

cover the litter. He stated that most of the garbage is probably fro
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Starbucks, Taco Bell, and the money can be used for garbage clean up citywide.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that there was an option in the staff report about an excise tax
which would require a vote of the people. She mentioned that the staff report refers to the
Oakland fee, as well as the San Francisco fee, and she stated that those fees were adopted
prior to Prop. 26 and 2010 which was when Prop. 26 came into effect. Prop. 26 essentially
requires all fees, taxes to be put to a vote of the people except for some exceptions under which
this would not fall. She thought the only way to impose it is most likely through a vote of the
people.

City Attorney Kenyon stated that it was before 2010.

City Attorney Kenyon responded affirmatively, then clarified that it will depend, and she will have
to look at what the fee is for because if it is a user fee for a service that the city is providing, that
is different but if it is a litter tax that would be a tax, not a fee, and will have to be a vote of the
people.

businesses.
cleanup.

or litter that is generated by these
He asked if they are not allowed to charge a fee for the generators that require

City Attorney Kenyon stated that the problem will be that they are imposing a fee on business
owners that they have categorized assuming they are creating litter and if they are talking about
program that would say they are using our service and what is the service. She stated that, if
they are talking about a litter tax, they need to impose a tax for cleanup of litter. She asked
how they will know that they are going to be cleaning up litter that business is imposing. She
stated that there has to be a closer nexus or connection between a fee that is being imposed on
a user of a city service than if they are imposing a tax.

charge a fee by reimbursing people for services rendered in cleaning the beach and other spots
such as Roberts Road, etc.

but she has been in contact with other cities looking at this same issue. She stated that
Richmond is considering this and have concluded so far that they are going to have to go to a
vote of the people in order to impose a litter fee or litter tax. She stated that it was something
cities were interested in and since Prop. 26, it has become more difficult to do it without going to
a vote of the people.

Asst. City Manager Hines stated that according to his research paper straws are more
expensive.
Councilmembe
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paper straw instead of plastic.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they were not requiring them to pay a certain amount to the
city.
quire something that will add to their cost.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that we have numerous regulations which increase costs to
property owners and businesses that are not considered to be a fee or a tax but just they have
the police power right to adopt ordinances and regulations whose effects may increase costs to
residents and property owners.

Taco Bell, to get a super sized soda and there was a 25 cents surcharge for litter as a fee
instead of a tax.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that it would be the same thing as a tax. She stated that the

t the counter getting a cup full of a liquid.
City Attorney Kenyon asked how you know he is going to create litter with that cup.

garbage or litter. He stated that he would prefer they model their ordinance after something like
the County so as to be uniform with the county for various bans. He also feels they have to
were 110 restaurants in town.
Mayor Keener stated that he wanted to make one point which is that litter will continue even if
they mandate that vendors use disposable cups and straws but it will just be compostable litter
which he thought was good. He stated that one goal was to eliminate plastic whether it is
plastic that gets thrown in the trash can or thrown on the ground. The other goal which is
probably more difficult is to address actual litter.
Councilmember Martin thought they were two separate issues that they need to discuss and
she was trying to separating them out, one being plastics and the other is litter issues. She
stated she has a whole list and she felt they need to do a time check.
Mayor Keener stated that they are supposed to take a TV break at 11:20 so they can change
the tape. He stated that it was 11:11. He asked if they want to take the break early and get it
done. He suggested they take a TV break now and asked how long they will need.
TV crew stated three minutes.
Mayor Keener called a brief break then reconvened the meeting.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated that it was a huge education process and they need to educate
asked how they think throwing something on the ground is okay. She stated that she used to
yell at people and got in trouble. She stated that, in Seattle, they have 5,000 restaurants and
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they have reduced no plastic straws, no utensils in food service. They charge them $2.50 and
she thinks it is a small fee, too little and they should charge the restaurants more. She stated
She stated that everyone talked to the Fog-Fest people and they are not going to have any
plastic straws or plastic bags. She thought the plastic bag ban went pretty fast and people do it.
stated t
education and time. She felt we could do it with our ordinance. She stated that San Mateo

Councilmember Martin stated that she had her say on the plastic issues, and she had a bunch
of stuff on litter but she thought they might need to break this conversation into another night as
she has several hearty discussion points. She stated that she would rather focus on plastics at
this meeting.
Mayor Keener thought that was more productive.
Councilmember Digre stated that she might be bordering in on the litter issue. She stated that
education is a big thing. She stated that you already have to have biodegradable takeaway
could write something into permitting laws for new
change the situation. She thought, as mentioned, talking to the Fog-Fest and the city going
immediately and approaching people in a conversation type of thing that this is not what we
want and we want to protect around beaches and creeks and see how far they get there. She
thought, with Taco Bell, they had to push some muscle or did they realize that the city and
shaped up. She would like to go to the quickest way to get things done but if they need to ban,
she thought they should.
Mayor Keener liked the idea of modifying section 6-5.403 to be air tight for banning plastics in
straws, lids, cups, etc. He stated that there are compostable alternatives. He stated that, even
l be compostable
litter, not something that will last 500,000 years. He thought the real object was to do something
about the plastics and realize that they want to change the composition of their litter. While they
think it was possible. He supported language that makes that
section stronger and language that makes the section on eating on premises stronger as well
for compostable food ware as well.
Councilmember Martin asked, if they give directions to revise existing ordinances, if it was a
revision.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that it was an amendment.
Councilmember Martin stated that then they would pass an amendment to an ordinance.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that all of them have made a point about education and marketing,
and staff at that point would then be able to market this amended ordinance which would be
more clear on the ban.
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what they have said and amend section 6single use plastics and suggested replacement with biodegradable materials and a stronger
wording around takeout versus on premises.
City Attorney Kenyon concluded to apply to on premise.
Councilmember Martin agreed it would apply to on premise eating.
Mayor Keener stated that it sounds good to him.
Councilmember Martin asked if she has to make a motion or is it a recommended action.
plastic or do they need to put
Styrofoam.
City Attorney Kenyon stated that they already have a ban on Styrofoam.
Councilmember Martin stated that she can make a motion if they would like.

City Attorney Kenyon stated that consensus would be fine.
City Manager Woodhouse stated that one aspect of strengthening is a question to consider. If
they are just strengthening the ordinance language or clarifying then does that mean that there
is not a phase in period or if it is a new ordinance or ordinance revision, he asked if Council
this time but when they bring it back, they will want to look at a phase in but S
phase in period seems pretty long.

-year

they start fining them.
City Manager Woodhouse thought that it would be an enforcement phase in so they can
research it.
Mayor Keener stated that they have had eight years of a phase in already in a way. He stated
that it turns out that it has been illegal to include plastic straws and lids on takeout items since
essary.

to know.
Mayor Keener thought this will get some publicity.
om

includes the plastic cups from Taco Bell or can they specify biodegradable cups or compostable
cups.
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Councilmember Martin stated it was for all food vendors.

Mayor Keener stated that all they have to do is use paper.
Councilmember Martin sta
plastic straws and say paper straws are on back order.

Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated that you usually let them go through the supply they have so
they can get rid of the supplies they have.

could have it in enforcement. They go easy on everyone for the first 3-6 months and then after
that they start getting a little tougher.
Councilmember Martin had one more suggestion that, when they do the research and they
come back with the report, it includes some level of research on the marketing campaign. She
stated that there was a r
around town.
Councilmember Digre thought highlighting those already doing well as there are places that are
doing it well and did abide by the original and she thought they should be called out just as they
call out the liquor places that do well on how they advertise and take care that under age youth

Asst. City Manager Hines stated that the city of Seattle has an excellent brochure and also has
a poster attached. It was intended for distribution to all restaurants and explains all the different
facets of their ban and they will be happy to bring that back and show Council.
Councilmember Martin stated that she has some other points around litter and the permitting
asked if they can push it but she felt it was important to talk about it as part of the litter thing.
City Manager Woodhouse thought Council has provided direction about the plastic part at this
meeting and they can re-agendize this report and focus on the litter aspects for the next
conversation. He stated that they will fit it in appropriately in the next couple of months.
RESULT:

NO VOTE REQUIRED

ADJOURN
Mayor Keener stated that they were going to adjourn in honor of two individuals, one is Gil
Ricarte who died yesterday or today and the other is Don Ciucci.
Mayor pro Tem Vaterlaus stated that she was going to read a little bit about him. She stated
that Don Ciucci passed away on July 21, 2018. He was a Pacifica resident for 47 years. She
stated that he was hired as a Daly City firefighter in 1979 and retired in 2005 as the deputy fire
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chief. He was recognized by the State of California as the fire instructor of the year in 2003. He
spent multiple years on boards and did the entire Santa Claus drive for the firemen in Daly City,
which was apparently huge. He served on boards of local car shows, donated thousands of
Mateo Fire Service. He was a mentor, friend, father and a husband. She went to his service
and the number of firefighters there who said he was the best teacher they ever had and it was
an amazing service. She wanted to adjourn in his honor.
Mayor Keener then adjourned the meeting at 11:34 p.m.

Transcribed by Barbara Medina, Public Meeting Stenographer.
Sarah Coffey, Acting City Clerk

__________________________
John Keener, Mayor
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